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Hurricane Allen, August 8, 1980
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HelloResidentsof the RioGrandeValleyandDeepSouthTexas,

HurricaneSeasonis upon usand it is time to get prepared. In fact, historically14
hurricaneshavestruckthe TexasCoastin the month of June,so it is important to
be ready,evenin June. It wasjust three yearsagothat HurricaneHarveybrushed
by SouthPadreIslandon its way to the CoastalBend,ultimately producingmore
than $125 billion in damagefrom flooding rain, storm surge,and up to 145 mph
winds near the coast. Many residentsfrom the CoastalBendthrough Southeast
Texasare still recovering. 2020 marks the 40th anniversaryof HurricaneAllen
(coverphoto),whichthreatenedthe lower Valleyasa Category5 monsterjust one
dayfrom landfall.

Hurricanesbring a multitude of hazardsincluding flooding rain, deadly storm
surge,damagingwinds,andtornadoes. Thesedestructiveforcescandisplaceyou
from your home for monthsor years. Thisis why residentsshouldtake planning
for hurricanesveryseriously. Thisupdatedguidecanhelpyouandyour familyget
prepared. Learnwhat to do before, during and after a storm. Yourplan should
includepreparationsfor your home,gatheringsupplies,ensuringyour insuranceis
up to date,andplanningfor anevacuation.

Thereare many great organizationsthat can help you get prepared. TheFederal
Alliance for Safe Homes (hurricanestrong.org) has a wealth of information on
preparingyourpropertybeforea storm. If youwill needanyform of assistance,be
sureto registerfor the Stateof TexasEmergencyAssistanceRegistry(simplydial2-
1-1 to register). More informationabout thesegroupsandotherscanbe found in
this guide.

Donot be distractedby the hurricaneseasonaloutlook. It is important to be fully
preparedeachseason,for It OnlyTakesOne,asHarvey(2017) and Beulah(1967)
attest. Oncea storm develops,obtain the official forecast from your National
WeatherServiceor localmediaoutlets, andbe sureto heedthe advicefrom local
officials. Takethis time to ensureyouandyour familyareready!

I hopeyouhavea safehurricaneseason!

Sincerely,

Barry Goldsmith
WarningCoordinationMeteorologist
NationalWeatherService
Brownsville/RioGrandeValley,TX

A Letter to Residents

https://hurricanestrong.org/
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Above: Historical perspective of hurricane landfalls in Texas 

since 1851. Image -- NOAA

Hurricanes form over warm 

ocean waters, like those 

found in the Gulf of Mexico. 

The hurricane season starts 

June 1 and ends November

30. The peak threat for the 

Texas coast exists from

August through September. 

However, hurricanes can 

and have struck the Texas 

coast during every month of 

the hurricane season.

Above: High resolution satellite image of Hurricane Harvey 

approaching the Middle Texas Coast. Image--NOAA 

Since 1851, 64 hurricanes have struck the Texas coast. 

That is one every three years on average.

About Hurricanes
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Storm Surge Defined

Storm surge is an abnormal rise of water generated by a storm, over and above the predicted 

astronomical tides.  This rise in water level can cause extreme flooding in coastal areas resulting in 

storm tides reaching up to 20 feet or more in some cases. Along the Texas coast, these flood waters 

can penetrate far inland depending on the elevation of the land. If the storm tide is greater than the 

land elevation (even if well inland) then storm surge flooding will be possible.

Storm Surge Can Be Deadly! Here are 6 Tips to be Ready

For more information about storm surge, 
please visit the new NHC Storm Surge Video:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bBa9bVYKLP0

Storm Surge
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1. Storm surge flooding is often the greatest 

threat to life and property from a hurricane. 

It poses a significant threat for drowning. A 

mere six inches of fast-moving flood water 

can knock over an adult. It takes only two 

feet of rushing water to carry away most 

vehicles.

2. Storm surge can cause water levels to rise 

quickly and flood large areas in just minutes, 

and you could be left with no time to take 
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instructed.

3. Storm surge is not dependent on the Saffir-

Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale. Hurricane 

categories are based only on winds and do 

not account for storm surge. Any wind 

category can all cause life-threatening storm 

surge.   

4. Many Gulf Coast areas are vulnerable to 

storm surge including areas many miles 

inland from the coastline depending on 

elevation of the coastal plain. Find out today 

if you live in a storm surge zone (see pages 

5-7 in this guide).

5. Storm surge can occur before, during and 

after the center of the storm passes through 

an area, and can sometimes cutoff 

evacuation routes. The water can also rise 

well in advance of the coming storm, in 

some cases 36 hours or greater. When an 

evacuation is ordered, do not wait until the 

last minute to leave.

6. During the peak of a storm surge event, it is 

unlikely that emergency responders will be 

able to reach you if you are in danger.


